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Impor tant Drop-of f/Pick-up Information :
Construct ion wil l  begin Monday,  February 28
on the Adorat ion Chapel  for Our Lady of  the
Gulf  Parish.   The bui lding wil l  be bui l t  in the
parking lot behind the rectory.   The contractor
wil l  leave a drive open between Fr.  Tracey’s
residence and the new bui lding,  but only one
car can pass through at  a t ime.   Please enter
the  p ick-up/drop-of f  l ine  a t  the  beach
entrance and exit  onto Union Street .

3rd Quar ter Exams :   Third quar ter exams
begin Monday,  February 28 and wil l  conclude
Friday,  March 4.   
Mardi Gras Holidays :   The school wi l l  not be
in session from Monday,  March 7 to Friday,
March 11 for the Mardi  Gras break.   Classes
wil l  resume on Monday,  March 14.   
Spiritual Nourishment for Lent:   How is i t
possible that the Son of  God “learned obedi-
ence  through what  he  suffered” (Hebrews
5:8)?  How does Jesus’  death upon the cross
save us from our s ins?  How can our own l ives
be a par t ic ipat ion in Christ ’s  passion?  What is
the authentical ly  Cathol ic way to view human
desire and i ts  purif icat ion?  Dr.  Gregory Val l
of  Ave Maria Universi ty wi l l  g ive a ta lk based
on Sacred Scripture and the Catechism of  the
Cathol ic Church.   A Cathol ic bibl ical  scholar
and theologian,  Dr.  Val l  is  associate professor
of  theology at  Ave Maria Universi ty.   He has
publ i shed numerous  scholar ly  and popular
ar t ic les and recently completed a book on the
letters of  St .  Ignat ius of  Antioch.   Dr.  Val l
wi l l  speak at  St .  Charles Bor romeo Parish in

Picayune on Friday,  March 11 at  7:00 PM.
Registration for 2011-2012:  Materia ls  and
information for registrat ion were sent home
with the gir ls  on Monday,  February 21.   Please
discuss course select ion with your daughters.
The re-registrat ion form, the f inancial  ag ree-
ment,  course select ion,  and the $300 registra-
t ion fee are due March 15.   After March 15,
the registrat ion fee increases to $350,  and stu-
dents may not be placed in their  prefer red
courses.   In some g rades,  enrol lment may be
closed after March 15 because of  c lass s izes.
For those who pay tuit ion over 11 months,  the
tuit ion payment for March is  reduced so that
the sum of  both registrat ion and tuit ion wil l
be the same as a regular monthly payment.
The check for registrat ion should be separate
from the tuit ion check for the month.
Parent-Teacher Conferences :   School wi l l
dismiss at  1:47 on Friday,  March 18 for 3rd
quar ter conferences.   Teachers from SSC and
OLA wil l  be avai lable to meet with parents
from 2:00 to 4:00.
Bus Ser vice: OLA and SSC wil l  continue to
offer bus ser vice in the 2011-2012 school year
for transpor tat ion to and from school each
day.   Routes  wi l l  inc lude  P icayune,
Diamondhead,  Long Beach and Pass Christ ian.
A f lyer with information about the bus ser vice
was included in the registrat ion packet given
to your daughter.   The cost of  the bus ser vice
from Diamondhead is  incor rect on the f lyer.
The cor rect price is  $100 per month.
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Stanford Testing:  7th,  8th,  and 9th grade
students wi l l  take the Stanford Achievement
Test at  school March 28 through March 30.
These tests provide information that helps the
school improve instr uct ion and that  deter-
mines placement in cer tain classes.   Timely
attendance,  breakfast ,  and a good night ’s  s leep
wil l  help her do her best  on these tests.

40th Anniversar y Kickof f  Par ty: Save the
Date—Apri l  7 !   Thursday evening,  Apri l  7 ,  we
wil l  have a par ty to star t  off  the celebrat ion of
OLA’s 40th year.   The event wi l l  recognize
something old (the rededicat ion of  the Mary
Pat r i c i a  Schmi t t  scho la rsh ip  and p laque) ,
something new (the dedicat ion of  the Crescent
Cour tyard) ,  and something for the future (the
drawing for the tuit ion raff le) .   If  you would
l ike to purchase t ickets for the tuit ion raff le,
please cal l  Mrs.  Gleber at  467-7048 x 16.  
Pepsi  Students  of  the  Month: Peps i
Students of  the Month are chosen from each
grade level  for e ight months of  the year.   Pepsi
Students of  the Year are chosen from those
select  students in May.   This year we are using
the Mercy Core Values of  Catherine McAuley.   
The  Januar y  Core  Va lue  i s  “Compass ion .”
Compassion is  def ined as a sympathet ic con-
sciousness of  others ’  distress together with a
desire to al leviate i t .   Synonyms for compas-
sion are:   sympathy,  charity,  c lemency,  g race,
mercy,  benevolence,  humaneness,  and humani-
ty.  Compassion at  OLA might include reaching
out to others,  helping others in need,  or help-
ing  to  re l i eve  pa in  or  d i s t ress.
Cong ra tu la t ions  to  the  Januar y  “Peps i
Students of  the Month”:   7th g rader Lobar
Niolet ,  8th g rader Kayleigh Aicklen,  9th g rad-
er Lizzie Black,  10th g rader Ava Wolf,  11th
grader Kolleen Aicklen,  and 12th g rader Cal l ie
McNally.   These students wi l l  receive a Pepsi
T-shir t ,  a  cer t if icate,  and wil l  be el ig ible for
the Pepsi  Student of  the Year Award in May.   

ACE Competition :  The nineteenth annual  St .
Stanis laus Col lege Academic Competit ion for
Excel lence (A.C.E.)  was held on February 5.
Students from 5th,  6th,  and 7th g rades com-
peted  in  one  of  four  sub jec t  a reas.
Represent ing  OLA were :   Emma Car te r
(Sc ience ) ,  A idan  Far r i sh ,  (Sc ience ) ,  Quinn
Cottone (Math) ,  Kayl ie Hyde (Social  Studies) ,
Katherine Allen (Engl ish) ,  and Sofia Aderer
(Engl ish) .   Emma was awarded the 3rd place
trophy in Science.   
Guidance News:

• If  your senior daughter receives noti-
f icat ion of  a scholarship for col lege (even if
she does not plan to attend that col lege) ,
please send the notice to Mrs.  Emmel so that
she can be recognized at  Senior Awards Night.

•  The fol lowing test  dates are avai lable
for the ACT and SAT.  It  is  highly recommend-
ed that sophomores and juniors s i t  for one of
these tests.  

o Apri l  9 ACT (at  SSC) —March 4 dead-
l ine

o May 7 SAT—Apri l  8 deadl ine
o June 4 SAT—May 6 deadl ine
o June 11 ACT—May 6 deadl ine
• Looking for something enriching and

excit ing for your daughters to do this summer?
Check-out the OLA Website for a l ist ing of
summer  oppor tun i t i e s  which  a re  ava i l ab le
either onl ine for fur ther viewing or in the
guidance off ice.   The programs range from
leadership to scuba diving.   Al l  interests and
ski l ls  are l isted.   This l ist  wi l l  be continual ly
up-dated through the end of  the school year.
Upcoming events:

• Apri l  2-6—Cheer tr youts
•Apri l  8—4th annual  Father-Daughter

Crawfish Boi l
•  Apri l  15—Intramurals
•  May  2—May Crowning/Ring

Ceremony


