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From the President... 

 If I asked you to name the three 
R’s, you would probably respond 
“reading, ‘riting, ‘rithmetic.” 
After all, they are the traditional 
three R’s.
 At OLA, we have the three R’s 
covered. Our test scores are way 
above average. Our scholarships 
simply “blow me away.” (On 
average, since Katrina, over 80% 
of our graduates have received 
one or more scholarship offers.) 
WOW! I believe, however, that 
an OLA student should be more 
than the three R’s!  
 The Dalai Lama, in the spring 
of 2009, expressed his three R’s. 
They were:
 Respect for self,
 Respect for others,
 Responsible for one’s own 
actions.
 I like the Dalai Lama’s three R’s 
and I think that an OLA student 
should have both the traditional 
and the Dalai Lama’s.

Sister Jackie Howard, RSM

See Sr. Jackie, page 2

Preserving the Spirit of OLA
 OLA is blessed to have five alums on the school faculty. Their “I 
remember when I was a student…” stories constantly enthrall our girls. Their 
enthusiasm for OLA is contagious!  
 Julie Martinolich Cranford (OLA, 1977) has been with OLA the 
longest, having joined the faculty in 1983. With the exception of three years 
when she lived in Hattiesburg, Julie has been the backbone of OLA’s science 
department. Julie’s daughter, Rachel, is a 2004 graduate of OLA. Julie’s sister, 
Nancy Martinolich Hoelzel (OLA, 1980) joined her at OLA in 2006 and 
has been teaching math ever since. Nancy’s daughter, Emma, is a member of 
the freshman class. 
 A student of Julie, Tiffany Herring Lindmark (OLA, 1999) joined her 
in the science department in 2007. Tiffany recently began the educational 
administration program at USM; her future plan is to become a member of 
the administrative team at OLA upon completion of her degree.
 Hope Chiniche Kergosien (OLA, 1982) has been teaching business and 
computer classes at OLA since 2006. She is also the school’s IT expert. (The 
very title makes her nervous!) Hope and her husband, Pat (OLA School 
Board President) have two daughters, Erin (OLA, 2007) and Kristen (OLA, 
2008), who are graduates; their daughter, Janie is a current junior.
 Shannon O’Brien Collins (OLA, 1987) came on board in 2006. Certified 
in both Social Studies and Religious Studies, she is currently teaching 
Religion. Shannon has three daughters who are students at OLA: Kaitlyn, a 
senior, Caroline, a sophomore, and Mary Michael, an eighth grader. Kaitlyn 
is the current student body president and was elected Homecoming Queen 
last fall.
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