Our Lady Academy Wins First South State Track Title
Coach Harry Hull led the OLA Crescents to their first South State track title in school history on Saturday.  OLA’s victory was led by freshmen Erin Gibson and Ashley Libys, and Junior Samantha Bradford, all of whom qualified to advance to the State Championship in 4 events. OLA won a very close contest where only 7 points separated the top 4 teams.  Freshman Emily Sramek qualified for State in 3 events, and Junior Lauren Seal qualified in two.  Junior Sabrina Bradford (100m hurdles) and Libys (100m dash) were south state champions.  Senior four year lettermen Ashley Derenbecker, Caterina Tran, and Jody Donlin provided the critical margin for the razor thin win, each beating higher seeded competition in their events – Derenbecker competed in the 800 and 1600, Donlin qualified for state in the high jump, and Tran set the school record in the triple jump with a distance of 30’10”. 

The South State performance follows solid OLA Regional Championship victory from the prior weekend.  The meet was held in challenging conditions with several events occurring in the rain before the meet finally was suspended and finished on Monday.  In regional competition, OLA cruised to victory, amassing 155 points, winning by 31.  First place finishes in regional competition included Ashley Libys (100m dash), Erin Gibson (200m dash), Samantha Bradford (discus and pole vault), Sabrina Bradford (100m hurdles).  Second place finishers were Lauren Seal (800m and 1600m runs), Emily Sramek, (400m dash), Sabrina Bradford (300m hurdles) and the sprint relay team in the 4 x 100m and 4 x 200m, (Libys, Gibson, Sramek, Samantha Bradford).  Third place finishers were Libys (200m), Maddie Michelli (3200), and the 4x400 relay team (Sramek, Leah Seal, Lauren Seal, and Sabrina Bradford)
OLA will compete in the State Championship on Friday, May 9 at Pearl High School in Pearl, MS.
Group Picture Captions:  OLA South State Championship Team:  Front Row: Saiva  Baker, Ashley Derenbecker, Caterina Tran, Erin Gibson, Ashley Libys, Sabrina Bradfors, Lauren Seal; Back Row:  Taylor Benvenutti, Leah Seal, Emily Sramek, Coach Harry Hull, Meet official, Samantha Bradford; Not Pictured: Maddie Michelli, Jody Donlin

Action Shot Caption:  Erin Gibson (center) and Ashley Libys of OLA battle to the finish in the 200m dash.
